I. INTRODUCTION
Biomphalaria glabrata (Say, 1835) a fresh water pulmonate generally found in brooks, trenches, irrigationand drainage canals, has been reported from 14 Brazilian states (COELHO, 1959 
II. MATERIAL AND METHODS
Starting with egg masses obtained from snails, collected in the neighbourhood of Santa Luzia M. Gerais, Brazil, animals were obtained, which were free from parasites. These snails were kept in the laboratory in glass aquaria filled with tap water, and fed on lettuce.
All egg masses used in the experiments were obtained either by spontaneous oviposition or after stimulation according to the method described by GEILENKIRCHEN ( 1961 ) for Lymnaea stagnalis.
An egg mass was kept in tap water at room temperature until about 50% of the eggs had reached first cleavage. Then the egg mass was transferred to a petri dish with tap water of 25° C in which it remained until the required stage of development had been reached. In all experiments, only part of the eggs of an egg mass was used for study, whereas the rest was kept as a control until young snails had developed.
The early cleavages, until the 12-cell stage, were studied in living eggs, but in later development a staining method had to be applied for closer examination.
The staining method, used by HOLMES (1900) in his study on the cell-lineage of Planorbis trivolvis Say appeared to give good results, even in the earlier stages of development, when it cannot be applied to the eggs of Lymnaea stagnalis (VERDONK, 1965) . Following this method, the eggs are removed from the egg mass with two pairs of sharp tweezers, and freed from the capsule fluid. With a braking pipette they are transferred to a salt dish containing a 0,75%
